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NOTICE OF DECISION FOR THE UTAH RECREATIONAL LAND EXCHANGE, 

UINTAH, GRAND AND SAN JUAN COUNTIES, UTAH 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE APPRAISAL DOCUMENTS AND FINAL 

EXCHANGE MAPS 

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 

Utah State Office, 440 West 200 South, Suite 500, Salt Lake City, Utah  84101-1345. 

  

Notice is hereby given that on February 7, 2014, Juan Palma, BLM State Director, issued a decision 

to approve the Utah Recreational Land Exchange between the United States (U.S.) and the Utah 

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (State).  The Utah Recreational Land Exchange 

Act of 2009, Public Law 111-53 (URLEA) authorizes this exchange.  The exchange involves lands 

within Uintah, Grand, and San Juan Counties, Utah.   

 

The exchange of land would consolidate Federal and State land ownership patterns, providing 

increased management efficiency for the U.S. and the State.  The U.S. would acquire lands with high 

recreational and conservation values, most of which are located within or adjacent to Wilderness 

Study Areas, Areas of Critical Environmental Concern, Special Recreation Management Areas, and 

Natural Areas, primarily in Grand County.  The State would acquire lands with high mineral or other 

development potential, primarily in Uintah County, that would provide benefits for the public schools 

in the State of Utah.   

 

The following-described Federal lands, or interests in land as specified, have been determined to be 

suitable for disposal by exchange pursuant to the URLEA and Section 206 of the Federal Land Policy 

and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716), as amended: 

 

Salt Lake Meridian, Utah 

T. 4 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 4, SW¼SE¼ 

T. 4 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 33, Lot 2 

T. 5 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 11, Lot 1, W½NE¼, SE¼NE¼, NW¼, N½SW¼, SE¼SW¼, SE¼ 

 Sec. 12, Lots 3, 10, 11 

T. 5 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 4, Lot 8  

T. 5 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 8, S½S½SE¼NE¼, N½NE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 9, S½S½SW¼NW¼, S½SE¼NW¼, N½NW¼SW¼ 

T. 12 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 13, SW¼NE¼, W½SE¼NE¼, SE¼SE¼NE¼, W½NE¼SE¼NE¼, SE¼NW¼, N½SE¼ 

(surface only) 

 Secs. 28, 29, and 33, All 

 Sec. 34, W½, W½SE¼ 

T. 12 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 18, SW¼NE¼, SE¼NW¼, S½SW¼NW¼, SW¼ (surface only) 
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 Sec. 19, NW¼ (surface only)  

 Sec. 31, W½ 

T. 13 S., R. 20 E., 

 Secs. 35 and 36, All 

T. 13 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 31, Lots 3, 4, E½, E½SW¼ 

 Sec. 33, S½N½, S½ 

T. 13 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 3, Lots 1-8, S½N½, SE¼ 

T. 13 S., R. 22 E., 

 Secs. 12 and 13, All 

T. 13 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 5, Lots 2, 3, 4, 7, W½SW¼NE¼NE¼, SW¼NE¼, W½NW¼SE¼NE¼, SW¼SE¼NE¼, 

S½NW¼, SW¼, W½NE¼SE¼, SW¼SE¼NE¼SE¼, W½SE¼, W½NE¼SE¼SE¼, 

W½SE¼SE¼, SE¼SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 6, Lots 1, 6, 7, S½NE¼, E½SW¼, SE¼  

 Sec. 7, All 

 Sec. 8, N½NE¼, SW¼NE¼, N½SE¼NE¼, N½S½SE¼NE¼, NW¼, NW¼NE¼NE¼SW¼, 

N½NW¼NE¼SW¼, N½NE¼NW¼SW¼, W½W½SW¼, SW¼NE¼SW¼SW¼, 

W½SE¼SW¼SW¼ 

 Sec. 9, SW¼SW¼NW¼NW¼, W½NW¼SW¼NW¼, NW¼SW¼SW¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 10, NE¼NE¼SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 11, S½SW¼NE¼SW¼, S½SE¼NW¼SW¼, SW¼SW¼, W½SE¼SW¼ 

 Sec. 13, NE¼, E½E½NW¼, NE¼NE¼SW¼, S½NW¼NE¼SW¼, S½NE¼SW¼, 

S½N½NW¼SW¼, S½NW¼SW¼, S½SW¼, W½SE¼ 

 Sec. 14, W½NE¼NW¼, NW¼NW¼, NE¼SW¼NW¼, E½NW¼SW¼NW¼, 

E½SW¼SW¼NW¼, SE¼SW¼NW¼, W½SE¼NW¼, S½NE¼NE¼SW¼, NW¼NE¼SW¼, 

S½NE¼SW¼, E½NW¼SW¼, E½E½SW¼SW¼, SE¼SW¼, S½N½N½SE¼, S½N½SE¼, 

S½SE¼ 

 Sec. 17, NW¼NE¼NW¼NW¼, N½NW¼NW¼NW¼, SW¼NW¼NW¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 17, SE¼SE¼SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 18, Lots 1-3, and 5, N½NE¼NE¼, N½SW¼NE¼NE¼, W½NE¼, E½NW¼, NE¼SW¼,  

N½SE¼SW¼, SW¼SE¼SW¼, NW¼SE¼SE¼SW¼, SW¼NW¼NE¼SE¼, N½NW¼SE¼, 

NW¼SW¼NW¼SE¼,  W½SW¼NE¼SE¼, W½NW¼SE¼SE¼, SW¼SE¼SE¼  

 Sec. 20, E½E½NE¼NE¼, NE¼NE¼SE¼NE¼, NE¼NE¼SW¼SE¼, S½NE¼SW¼SE¼, 

SE¼NW¼SW¼SE¼, E½SW¼SW¼SE¼, SE¼SW¼SE¼, SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 21, S½N½SW¼NE¼, S½SW¼NE¼, NE¼SE¼NE¼, NE¼NW¼SE¼NE¼, 

S½NW¼SE¼NE¼, S½SE¼NE¼, W½E½NE¼NW¼, W½NE¼NW¼, W½NW¼, 

SE¼NW¼, NE¼SW¼, E½NW¼SW¼, N½NW¼NW¼SW¼, SE¼NW¼NW¼SW¼, 

NE¼SW¼NW¼SW¼, S½SW¼NW¼SW¼, S½SW¼, SE¼ 

 Sec. 22, NE¼NE¼NE¼NE¼, S½NE¼NE¼NE¼, S½NW¼NE¼NE¼, S½NE¼NE¼, 

S½NE¼NW¼NE¼, S½NW¼NE¼, S½NE¼, NE¼SW¼NE¼NW¼, S½SW¼NE¼NW¼, 

SE¼NE¼NW¼, S½SE¼NW¼NW¼, S½NW¼, S½ 

 Sec. 23, All 

 Sec. 29, NE¼NE¼, NE¼NW¼NE¼, NE¼NW¼NW¼NE¼, S½NW¼NW¼NE¼, 

S½NW¼NE¼, S½NE¼, S½NE¼NE¼NW¼, S½NE¼NW¼, SE¼NW¼, S½ 
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 Sec. 31, Lots 1-4, NE¼, E½W½, N½SE¼, SW¼SE¼  

 Sec. 31, SE¼SE¼ (minerals only) 

T. 14 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 3, Lots 3, 4, SW¼NW¼, W½SW¼ (oil and gas only) 

 Sec. 4, Lots 1-4, S½N½, SW¼, N½SE¼, SW¼SE¼  

 Sec. 4, SE¼SE¼ (oil and gas only) 

 Sec. 5, Lots 1, 2, S½NE¼, SE¼ 

 Sec. 5, Lots 3, 4, S½NW¼, SW¼ (minerals only) 

 Sec. 6, All 

 Sec. 7, Lots 1-4, W½NE¼, E½W½, SE¼ 

 Sec. 7, E½NE¼ (minerals only) 

 Sec. 8, NE¼, E½NW¼, S½ 

 Sec. 8, W½NW¼ (minerals only) 

 Sec. 10, NW¼NW¼ (minerals only) 

 Sec. 10, NW¼SW¼NW¼ (oil, gas, coal, and bitumens only)  

 Sec. 17, All 

 Sec. 18, Lots 1-6, 9, 10, and 13, NE¼, NE¼NW¼, E½SE¼ 

 Sec. 19, Lots 1, 5, 8, 9, and 11, NE¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 20, Lots 1, 3, 5, and 7  

T. 14 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 1, All 

T. 14 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 6, Lots 3-5  

T. 15 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 25, Lots 2, 4, 6, 8, and 9, SW¼, S½SE¼ 

 Sec. 26, Lots 2, 4, 6, and 7, SW¼NE¼, W½NW¼, SE¼NW¼, S½ 

 Sec. 27, All 

 Sec. 32, S½N½ (oil and gas only) 

 Sec. 34, W½SW¼ (oil and gas only) 

 Sec. 34, SE¼SW¼, SW¼SE¼ (minerals only) 

 Sec. 34, N½, NE¼SW¼, N½SE¼, SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 35, All 

T. 15 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 29, Lot 2 

 Sec. 30, Lots 4, 6, 8, 10, 11, and 14, SE¼SW¼  

 Sec. 31, All 

T. 15 S., R. 23 E., 

 Secs. 12 and 13, All 

 Sec. 14, E½ 

 Sec. 23, E½ 

 Secs. 24 and 25, All 

T. 15 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 19, Lots 1-4, NE¼, SE¼SW¼, NE¼SE¼, S½SE¼  

 Sec. 19, E½NW¼, NE¼SW¼, NW¼SE¼ (minerals only) 
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T. 16 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 23, SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 26, NE¼NE¼ 

T. 17 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 9, All 

 Sec. 23, SW¼ 

T. 17 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 3, Lots 4, 5, 7-9, and 14, SW¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 4, Lots 1-6, S½N½, SW¼, N½SE¼ 

 Secs. 5, 6, and 7, All 

 Sec. 8, Lots 1-3, and 6, N½, W½SW¼, NE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 9, Lots 2, 3, 5, and 9, NW¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 17, Lots 3, 4, 7 and 8 

 Sec. 18, Lots 1-5, NE¼, E½W½, N½SE¼, SW¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 19, Lots 2-7, 9, 10, 13-15, and 17, SW¼NE¼, SE¼NW¼, NE¼SW¼, NW¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 30, Lots 6 and 7 

T. 19 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 5, Lots 3, 4 

T. 20 S., R. 16 E., 

 Sec. 25, S½ 

 Sec. 26, NE¼SW¼, S½SW¼, SE¼ 

 Sec. 27, SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 28, E½SE¼ 

 Sec. 34, W½NW¼ 

T. 21 S., R. 16 E., 

 Sec. 1, Lots 1, 4, 5, 8, 9, 12, 13, and 16 

T. 21 S., R. 17 E., 

 Sec. 6, Lots 2-5, 7, and 10 

 Sec. 8, SE¼SW¼, SE¼ 

T. 24 S., R. 20 E., 

 Sec. 6, Lot 6, W½SE¼, SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 7, Lot 1, N½NE¼ 

 Sec. 8, N½NW¼ 

T. 26 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 28, Lot 6, E½SW¼NE¼, SE¼NE¼  

T. 27 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 9, W½SW¼NW¼, SE¼SW¼NW¼, SW¼NE¼SW¼, W½SW¼, SE¼SW¼, 

SW¼SW¼SE¼ 

  

The Federal lands consist of a total of 35,515.99 acres, including 33,608.70 acres of surface and 

mineral estate, 615 acres of surface only estate, 800.85 acres of mineral estate only, 491.44 acres of 

partial mineral estate only, and 37 appurtenant water rights.  

 

In exchange, the U.S. would acquire the following described non-Federal lands or interests in lands as 

specified, from the State: 
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Salt Lake Meridian, Utah 

T. 19 S., R. 26 E., 

 Sec. 32, Lot 2, S½NE¼, NW¼  

T. 20 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 13, Metes & Bounds within N½  

 Secs. 32 and 36, All 

T. 20 S., R. 26 E., 

 Sec. 32, Lots 1 and 4, NW¼NE¼, N½NW¼, S½SW¼, SW¼SE¼ 

T. 21 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 16, NE¼, S½ 

T. 22 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 36, All 

T. 22 S., R. 25 E., 

 Secs. 32 and 36, All 

T. 23 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 36, SE¼SE¼ (Minerals Only) 

T. 23 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 2, Lots 1-4, S½N½  

 Sec. 16, S½SW¼ (Minerals Only) 

T. 23 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 2, All 

 Sec. 16, N½, NE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 32, All 

T. 24 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 36, NE¼, S½NW¼, S½ (Minerals Only) 

T. 24 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 2, SE¼NE¼, E½SE¼, SW¼SE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 16, Lot 6, S½SW¼NE¼, NE¼SW¼, S½SW¼, SE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 32, All (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 36, All (Minerals Only) 

T. 24 S., R. 24 E., 

 Sec. 16, All (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 32, All 

T. 24 S., R. 25 E., 

 Sec. 16, All 

T. 24 S., R. 26 E., 

 Secs. 16 and 32, All 

T. 25 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 32, All 

T. 25 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 2, Lots 1-3, S½NE¼, NE¼SE¼NW¼, NE¼SE¼, NE¼NW¼SE¼, NE¼SE¼SE¼ (Minerals 

Only) 

 Sec. 16, S½S½ 

 Secs. 32 and 36, All 

T. 25 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 2, All (Minerals Only) 
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 Sec. 6, N½SE¼, SE¼SE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 9, N½NW¼, SE¼NW¼, S½, excepting a Metes & Bounds description and the 

NE¼NE¼NW¼SW¼ 

 Sec. 9, NE¼NE¼NW¼SW¼, and Metes & Bounds within N½NW¼, SE¼NW¼, NE¼SW¼, 

NE¼SE¼, W½SE¼, SE¼SE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 14, W½, SE¼ 

 Sec. 15, NE¼NE¼, NE¼NW¼NE¼, S½NE¼, W½, SE¼ 

 Sec. 15, W½NW¼NE¼, SE¼NW¼NE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 16, All 

 Sec. 21, Lots 1-4, N½, E½SE¼, excepting a Metes & Bounds description  

 Sec. 21, Metes & Bounds within Lots 1-4 and N½ (Minerals Only) 

 Sec. 22, All 

 Sec. 23, N½, E½SE¼ 

 Sec. 24, W½, SE¼ 

 Sec. 28, Lots 1-3, 5, and 6, SW¼NE¼ (Minerals Only) 

 Secs. 32 and 36, All 

T. 26 S., R. 21 E., 

 Sec. 16, Lots 2, 5, and 6, W½NE¼, W½, NW¼SE¼  

 Sec. 36, All 

T. 26 S., R. 22 E., 

 Sec. 2, All 

 Sec. 23, NE¼NE¼NE¼, NE¼NE¼NW¼NE¼NE¼, NE¼SE¼NE¼NE¼, 

N½SE¼SE¼NE¼NE¼ 

 Sec. 24, NE¼SW¼NW¼, NE¼NW¼SW¼NW¼, N½NW¼NW¼SW¼NW¼, 

SE¼NW¼NW¼SW¼NW¼, N½SE¼NW¼SW¼NW¼, SE¼SE¼NW¼SW¼NW¼ 

 Sec. 32, All 

T. 26 S., R. 23 E., 

 Sec. 16, All 

 Sec. 19, Lots 3, 4  

 Sec. 24, E½NE¼NE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 30, Metes and Bounds within Lot 1, NE¼, NE¼NW¼, NE¼SE¼NW¼, 

NE¼NW¼SE¼NW¼, E½SE¼, E½NW¼SE¼, E½NW¼NW¼SE¼, E½E½SW¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 31, NE¼NE¼, E½E½NW¼NE¼, E½NE¼SW¼NE¼, N½SE¼NE¼ 

 Sec. 31, E½SE¼SW¼NE¼, S½SE¼NE¼, E½NE¼SE¼, NW¼NE¼SE¼, E½SW¼NE¼SE¼, 

NE¼SE¼SE¼, E½SE¼SE¼SE¼ 

 Sec. 32, NE¼, NE¼NW¼, S½NW¼, N½SW¼, SW¼SW¼, N½SE¼, SE¼SE4¼ 

 

The non-Federal lands consist of a total of 25,034.06 acres, including 20,160.94 acres of surface and 

mineral estate, 4,873.12 acres of mineral estate only, and two water rights.  

 

The URLEA identified approximately 35,608 acres of Federal land and 45,826 acres of non-Federal 

land for exchange. The Notice of Exchange published in August and September 2011 described the 

lands included in the exchange.  The maps entitled “Uintah County Map” and “Grand County Map” 

dated May 14, 2009 that accompanied the URLEA depict the lands.  Appraisals approved by the State 

and the Department of the Interior, Office of Valuation Services established the value of the exchange 

parcels in July 2013.  In order to equalize the value difference between the Federal and non-Federal 
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exchange lands as required under the URLEA, the BLM and the State eliminated 20,272.76 acres of 

non-Federal land from the exchange.  The Decision Record for the exchange outlines the eliminated 

lands.     

  

The BLM and the State will convey all Federal and non-Federal lands subject to valid and existing 

rights and encumbrances of record.  The BLM and the State have notified all authorized users of the 

exchange lands  of the impending exchange.  The BLM would convey all Federal lands containing oil 

shale resources subject to a reservation of interest by the U.S. pursuant to the URLEA.   

 

The exchange would meet the objectives of the URLEA, which are to place valuable conservation 

and recreation lands into public ownership while also benefitting public school funding in Utah, and 

to continue the process of consolidating State and Federal ownership patterns in Utah.  The U.S. 

would acquire valuable recreational lands, including those in Wilderness Study Areas, Special 

Recreation Management Areas, Natural Areas and Areas of Critical Environmental Concern.  In 

addition, the U.S. would gain areas of high visual quality, lands within suitable Wild and Scenic 

River segments, and lands with potential habitat for the Mexican spotted owl,  Southwestern willow 

flycatcher, Colorado Basin Fish (Colorado pike minnow, humpback chub, razorback sucker, and 

boney-tailed chub), and desert bighorn sheep.  This land exchange will well serve the public interest, 

 

For 30 days following the publication of this notice, the appraisal documents supporting the exchange 

and the revised exchange maps will be available for public inspection at the BLM Utah State Office, 

at the address noted above.  Interested parties may obtain copies of the Decision Record for the 

exchange, the final exchange maps, and additional information on the exchange at the BLM Utah 

State Office or on BLM’s web site (http://blm.gov/drld).  You may also request information by 

contacting Joy Wehking at 801-539-4114 or jwehking@blm.gov.   

 

For a period of 45 days from the date of publication of this notice, interested parties may submit 

written protests to the State Director at the above address.  Protests may be mailed, hand delivered, or 

faxed to 801-539-4237.  The BLM will not accept telephone calls and electronic mails.  Before 

including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying information in 

your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment - including your personal identifying 

information - may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in your comment to 

withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we will 

be able to do so. 

 

Dated:  February 7, 2014      

 

 

____/s/ Juan Palma______ 

Juan Palma, State Director 


